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ment program. Fertilization should be limited to other improved
grasses.

"Giant" Pangolagrass-This grass has many of the character-
istics of pangolagrass. It is almost impossible to manage under
grazing without weed encroachment, because of the extra long
inter-nodes and weak anchorage of the stolons. However, it
yielded well in the summer and might be suitable in green-chop,
silage, or hay operations, where it would be cut 6 to 8 inches
above the ground after being permitted to reach a height of 18
to 24 inches. It is not suitable for grazing under current man-
agement programs.

Fescuegrass-Although fescuegrass has succeeded in a few
isolated areas in the state, it failed to perform satisfactorily in
these tests. Its only apparent good point was that it maintained
a higher level of protein than the other grasses. It failed to pro-
duce outstanding yields in the winter months when it was ex-
pected to outperform the other grasses. Possibly under a higher
fertilizer program, it would have grown better and been more
competitive.

General

During the winter and spring months grass production is at
a minimum in south Florida. During this time, beef gains made
during the summer may be lost. At the present time, no good
permanent winter pasture grass is available. Comparisons of
major permanent pasture grasses showed that a reduction in
growth begins to occur during September and October. Little
growth can be expected during a six-month period beginning in
November and extending until April or May, even under a heavy
fertilization program. For example, the total dry matter pro-
duction for the six grasses was 1,500 pounds of dry matter from
September 15, 1958, through April 9, 1959. Yet during the four
previous months, from May 9 until September 15, 1958, 7,500
pounds of dry matter were produced. Therefore, the cattle pop-
ulation on a given permanent pasture must be reduced during the
winter months, or supplementary feed from reserve grass pas-
tures, clover pastures, hay, or silage must be provided. Under
conditions of this experiment pangolagrass and the bermuda-
grasses produced significantly more dry matter during the win-
ter months than the bahiagrasses, although there was little differ-
ence in production during the summer. During a three-year
period the bahiagrasses yielded about 30 percent less than pan-
golagrass and the bermudagrasses, and most of this difference


