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than in the other grasses tested. However, in the fall and win-
ter or under heavy fertilization and under frequent cuttings or
grazings, pangolagrass maintains satisfactory crude protein
levels.

Overgrazing of this grass is very detrimental to the overall
stand and leads to the encroachment of pest grasses and broad-
leaf weeds. Renovation by disking or chopping, followed by
heavy fertilization and a rest period during late spring and sum-
mer usually will result in a good re-establishment by fall.

There is a good opportunity in reserving this grass in the
fall for delayed grazing in the winter, or for a hay, soilage, or
silage crop.

Coastal and Suwannee Bermudagrasses-These grasses cov-
ered rapidly from vegetative plantings, and were vigorous and
high yielding. Production in early spring was equal to or slightly
better than that for pangolagrass, and superior to the bahia-
grasses. Overall production was about the same as pangola-
grass. Because of their consistently higher dry matter contents,
these bermudagrasses would be the most suitable of the grasses
tested for hay production.

Matting ability of the bermudagrasses is not equal to that of
pangolagrass, and, therefore, they are more subject to weed in-
vasion. However, through careful management, this problem
can be solved. These grasses are more adaptable to conditions
of good drainage, but they will grow satisfactorily on flatwoods
soils where drainage is fair. Coastal and Suwannee bermuda-
grasses are intermediate between the bahiagrasses and pangola-
grass in their ability to maintain high crude protein levels fol-
lowing fertilization.

Carpetgrass-There is probably more acreage of this grass in
Florida than the sum of all of the other grasses. It was an im-
portant grass in the evolution of the improved pasture program
of the state in that it was an intermediate between the native
wiregrass and scrub palmetto and the improved grasses.

It was by far the poorest grass in this experiment, producing
the smallest yields even under a relatively low fertility. The
percent utilization of the applied nitrogen was more than 50
percent less than the other grasses. Crude protein contents
were similar to the bahiagrasses and higher than those for the
other grasses. Carpetgrass competed reasonably well with weeds.

Established carpetgrass pastures should not be fertilized ex-
cept under extreme conditions of stress in the pasture manage-


