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loading, and hauling are discussed in this section. Reducing
damage at the packinghouse is covered in the section beginning
on page 23.

Operation of the Harvester.-The digger blade or the "pick
up" should be maintained at a depth that will not cut or crush
the potatoes but still not pick up excess soil. The speed of the
chains and the degree of agitation should be kept to a minimum
that will provide the optimum amount of separation. The amount
of agitation may be regulated by changing the size and type of
shaker. Some harvesters are equipped with agitators that can
be moved "in" and "out" so that the amount of agitation can
be changed according to canditions. Controls for regulating
the agitators should be conveniently located and should provide
for varying degrees of agitation.

When the indirect system of harvesting is used, the windrow
must be properly formed, or potatoes will be missed or crushed.
The furrow for the windrow should be shallow, the bottom level
from side to side, and no pockets be allowed to form that would
permit the "pick-up" chain to pass over the potatoes. The digger
should be operated so that enough soil is carried over the digger
chain to cushion the potatoes. Rubber tubing can be placed
on the high links of the chains and the link ends covered to
reduce the amount of physical injuries.

Protection on the Harvester.-Mechanical injuries that can-
not be controlled by the operator are mainly those due to ex-
cessive drops from one conveyor to the next (Fig. 12). Manu-
facturers are showing more concern about excessive drops and
are reducing the height where practical. They are also provid-
ing varying amounts of protection on the equipment, even to
the extent of rubberizing all of the conveyors. However, the
grower can provide additional protection for the potatoes where
necessary. The side of the conveyors can be padded where the
potatoes are likely to strike with force, links ends of the chains
shielded, and the links covered with rubber tubing (4). How-
ever, to get separation when the soil is wet it may be necessary
to use chains that are not covered with rubber unless a chain
with a wider pitch is used.

Filling the Bulk Trucks.-Normally the amount of injury oc-
curring in loading the bulk trucks is small. However, bulk
loaders are at times carelessly operated so that potatoes are
either dropped an excessive distance or the end of the loader
is allowed to run in the potatoes and crush them. Controls for


