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harvester and he becomes accustomed to gearing the truck speed
with the harvester movement.

There should be some means of communication between the
harvester operator, the tractor driver and the driver of the
truck being loaded. The danger of striking the loading con-
veyor against the front or rear of the truck body can be reduced
by painting reference marks on the harvester which define the
position of the conveyor in the truck body. Equipping the truck
with mirrors so the driver can see the truck body makes it
easier to keep the truck in the proper position with the harvester.
When the truck is nearly loaded the tractor driver must be
especially alert to truck stalling.

Opening Lands.-With the row spacing commonly used in the
Southeast it is not possible to straddle two rows of potatoes
with a truck of conventional wheel tread. This creates a prob-
lem in opening up lands with a harvester. Two ways of over-
coming this problem are in common use. A bulk body may be
mounted on a trailer with a wheel tread that matches the row
spacings, or the tread on a truck can be matched to row spacing
by removing the inside wheels from the rear of the truck and
reversing the front wheels so that the space between them is in-
creased. It is necessary to remove the front fenders to make
steering possible when the front wheels are reversed. Changing
the wheel tread of a truck as described puts more strain on
the tires, axles, and spindles of the truck. It is advisable to
use an old truck for this purpose and also refrain from putting
a full load of potatoes in the body.

In areas where the fields are cut up into narrow strips by
irrigation or drainage ditches, operators must develop techniques
for opening lands suited for these conditions. In the Hastings
area, for example, a system that appeared to be satisfactory was
carried out as follows: The pair of rows nearest the center of
a land were dug in one direction and the corresponding pair in the
next land were dug on the return trip. Then the harvester made
its rounds in a counterclockwise direction until all the rows
between the opened rows were dug. The direction of travel
was then reversed and the remaining rows of the two lands
were dug. By skipping the third land and opening the fourth
and fifth lands, five lands could be opened in two rounds in which
the special land opening truck was required. Digging the second
and fourth lands left the third one exposed on both sides, per-
mitting loading of the trucks across the ditches.


