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Direct Harvesting.-Direct harvesting means that the po-
tatoes are dug, vines and trash eliminated and the potatoes
loaded in bulk in one continuous operation. A direct harvester
may be either a one-row or two-row machine; it may be self-
propelled or trailer-type pulled behind a two-row digger (Fig. 3).
Usually a two-row machine is used because the capacity of a
one-row machine is insufficient to warrant the use of bulk trucks.

Indirect Harvesting.-With indirect harvesting, potatoes from
two rows are first dug and placed together in a windrow by
means of a two-row digger equipped with a windrowing attach-
ment (Figs. 4 and 5). They are then picked up from the wind-
row by a moving chain elevator on an indirect harvester that
loads them in bulk after eliminating vines, clods and trash. No
digger blade is used on the indirect harvester.

Windrowing attachments observed in the Southeast may be
classified into two general types: (1) Single apron, consisting
of one cross conveyor mounted at the rear of one side of the
two-row digger; this conveyor deposits the potatoes from both
sides of the digger into the same row; (2) double apron, consist-
ing of two conveyors, one mounted at the rear of each side of
the digger, which convey the two rows of potatoes together in
the middle. A chute-type windrower has been used in other
areas but has not proved very satisfactory because of the high
clearance necessary to provide sufficient slope for the potatoes
and trash to slide to the center.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Direct and Indirect Methods
of Harvesting.-The choice of method is affected by equipment
available, soil types, harvesting conditions, and marketing pro-
gram. The quality of the work done depends more on the care
in operating the equipment than on the method. Potatoes har-
vested by the direct method move directly from the soil to the
bulk trucks and thus are not damaged by exposure. This method
requires only one tractor for the digging and loading.

Potatoes harvested by the indirect method may be left in the
windrow for a short period to dry before they are picked up
by the harvester. In some areas it is claimed that drying in
the windrow helps in eliminating clods, soil, and trash when
extremely adverse conditions caused by wet weather, heavy
soils, or heavy weed growth exist. It is stated also that the
drying of the potatoes helps to set the skins and thus results
in less skinning. It has been impossible to determine the validity


