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INTRODUCTION

Growers are mechanizing the harvesting and handling of
potatoes for at least three reasons: (1) to reduce the amount
of labor required, (2) to improve general quality and salability
of the crop and (3) to reduce costs and increase returns from
potato production.

Idaho, an early leader in the use of potato harvesters, had
1,450 machines in use in 1949 (3)1. However, most of these
were machines that placed the potatoes in bags but still required
manual handling of the bags. Complete mechanization of potato
harvesting probably has made its most rapid gain in the Red
River Valley area of Minnesota and North Dakota. In 1948
less than a dozen harvesters were used in that area; in 1954 over
75 percent of the potato crop was harvested mechanically (1).
At present all of the major potato producing areas are devoting
special attention to the use of mechanical equipment.

Although a few homemade harvesters were used previously (2),
commercially built mechanical harvesters were first used to
an appreciable extent in the Southeast in 1952. During that
year preliminary observations were made on the use of mechani-
cal equipment in Florida and Alabama. In 1953 the Florida
Agricultural Experiment Station began a regional research study
in which special attention was given to mechanical harvesting
and handling of potatoes in Florida and Alabama. This work
was done in cooperation with the Quality Maintenance and Im-
provement Section of the Agricultural Marketing Service, U. S.
Department of Agriculture.
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