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there have been natives of all three among the great

and good men who have raised the united BRITISH

ISLES to power and prosperity. So it is foolish and

wicked to want to divide them again.
Another sad thing was the return of the cholera,

which carried off great numbers of people; but this

misfortune has also led to some good, for, although
it is not known what brings the cholera, it has

always been found that fewer people die of it where

towns are kept clean, and houses are airy, and
where people live on good and wholesome food. So

more care has since been taken of these things, and
it may be that not only cholera, but fevers and other

illnesses, may have been kept off by the care that is

taken. But a great deal more has to be done to

keep the air pure and to provide plenty of pure

water for our towns.
There was very great distress for some time in

Lancashire, where so many thousands of people live

by weaving cotton. The reason of this was, that

a war broke out in America, where the cotton was

grown. As long as there was fighting in America,
no cotton came from that country into this; and

there was no work for the weavers to do, so that

they were in the greatest distress. They bore their

troubles patiently and well, and nearly every one in

the country, and even some of the Americans them-

selves, sent money and clothes for the suffering work-

people, and did everything possible to help them

until they could go to work again. And since then,
a rich American merchant, Mr. Peabody, has given

hundreds of thousands of pounds to build proper

houses for workmen and poor people in London.

But of all the sad events of this reign, the one

which has been longest and most deeply felt is the


