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There were two wars in particular of great conse-
quence; the first was the American war, and the
second the French war. I will tell you a little
about each of them.

You read in Queen Elizabeth's reign that the
English built some towns in North America. After-
wards, during the civil wars in the time of Charles I.
many more English went there and took their
families there to' live, and by degrees they had
taken possession of a very large country, and had
got towns and villages, and fields. These English
states in America were called Colonies; but they
were still governed by the King and parliament of
England. The English wanted the Americans to
pay taxes. But the Americans said that, by Magna
Charta and our old laws, no Englishmen might be
taxed without their own consent given in parlia-
ment. Now the American Colonies had no members
in the British Parliament; so they said the Parlia-
ment had no right to tax them. Then the king
called them rebels, and threatened to punish them;
and so, after many disputes, war broke out between
the Americans and the King of England's soldiers
who were in America to guard the towns and collect
the taxes. Then the Americans said they would
have a government of their own. This war was

thought little of at first, but it soon grew to be

one of the greatest wars England had ever had.
The French and Spaniards, who had not forgotten
how the English had beaten them by sea and land

in the last wars, joined the Americans; and although
the English gained several victories by sea over the

French and the Spaniards, yet by land the Americans

beat the English.
The chief man in America was General George

Washington, one of the greatest men that ever lived.


