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a different form of religion, they were always quar-
relling, and many disputes, and even battles, took
place, which were as bad as civil wars. These dis-
putes were often on account of religion, because the
English parliament, with the kings at their head,
wanted to force the Scotch to worship God in the
same way, using the same words with the English.
This was very unjust; so a great many Scotchmen
joined together, and made a COVENANT, or agreement,
to preserve their own way of worship, even if they
should be obliged to fight for it.

I told you that in William's reign it was wisely
settled by law that the Scotch should do as they
chose about their religion; and that wise king saw
that it would be better for both nations if they
could be so united as to have but one parliament,
and really but one law; and if he had lived longer,
he meant to make this union.

After his death Queen Anne and her friends were
wise enough to desire the same thing; but it was
several years before the Scotch people would agree
to it. At last, however, it was settled; and now
the Scotch must wonder that they ever thought it
a bad thing. Since that time they have been equal
in everything with England. They keep their own
religion and laws, as well as the English; and when
new laws are made, they are contrived to be fit for
both countries; or, if they will only suit one, then
they are made on purpose for the people in that one.
As there are plenty of Scotch lords and gentlemen,
as well as English, in the parliament, they are
always ready to take care of their own country,
which is right.

Although Queen Anne and her ministers were
busy about this union of Scotland with England,


