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I must write down a few of the things that he
did for England: perhaps you will not quite under-
stand how right they were till you are older, but it
is proper that you should remember them.

A law was made that no man or woman should
ever be king or queen of England but a Protestant.

It was settled that there should be a new parlia-
ment very often, and that no year should pass
without the meeting of a parliament.

The old money that had been used in England
was so worn out, and there was so much bad among
it, that the king ordered it to be coined, or made
over again, of a proper size and weight, so that
people might buy and sell with it conveniently.

A. number of merchants agreed to call themselves
the East India Company, and to pay a tax to the
king and parliament, if the king would protect
them, and not allow any nation with which England
was at war to hurt or destroy the towns in India
where they had their trade, or their ships when
they were carrying goods from place to place.
There was a small company of this kind in Queen
Elizabeth's reign, but the new one in William's
was of more use to the country as well as to the
merchants.

We call the East India trade, not only the trade
in things from India itself, such as pepper, cotton,
muslin, diamonds, and other things that come from
that country, but the trade in tea, and silk, and
nankeen, and ivory, from China; and in spice of
many kinds from the Spice Islands; and cinnamon,
and gold, and precious stones, and many kinds of
medicine from Ceylon. And all this trade came to
be very great in King William's reign.

The reign of King William will always be thought


