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war that he baffled the best French generals, and kept
King Louis's large armies from getting any decisive
advantage for many years, till at last Louis was tired
of war, and was glad to make peace. So he sent his
ambassadors to a place called Ryswick, in Holland,
where King William had a country-house, and pro-
mised to give back all the places he had taken from
his neighbours during the war, provided he might
have peace.

But in the midst of the war, when everything
seemed to be going on well, a great misfortune hap-
pened to both the king and people of England. Good
Queen Mary died of the small-pox when she had been
queen only six years. She was a very good and clever
.woman. She was not only a good wife to the king,
but his best friend; and he trusted her, and took her
advice in everything. She was a true Protestant,
and very religious, which made her particularly fit
to be Queen of England. She was a cheerful, good-
tempered woman, which made the people love her;
and the ladies who lived at her court were good
wives and mothers, and spent part of their time in
useful work and reading, like the queen, instead of
being always at plays, or gaming, or dressing, as they
used to be in the time of Charles and James.

King William lived seven years after the queen
died. He was killed by a fall from his horse near
Hampton Court.

He was not near so pleasant and cheerful as Queen
Mary. But he was the very best King for England
that we could have found at that time.

He was a very religious man, and he knew his

duty, and loved to do it, both in England, where the
people chose him for their king, and in Holland, his
own country.


