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war. Now, if the people had to choose who should
be their new king every time an old one dies, so
many men would wish to be kings, that there would
be disputes, and then perhaps war; and while the
war was going on there would be nobody to see that
the laws were obeyed, and all the mischief would
happen that comes in civil wars.

Now in England, it is settled that when a king
dies his eldest son shall be king next; or if he has
no son, that his nearest relation shall be king or
queen. You remember that after Edward VI., his
sisters, Mary and Elizabeth, were queens, and then
their cousin, James Stuart, was king. This rule
prevents all disputes, and keeps the kingdom quiet.

After Oliver Cromwell died, the wisest people
were afraid there would be war before another pro-
tector could be chosen, so they agreed to have
Charles, the son of Charles I., for their king, and
to get him to promise not to break the laws, or to
oppress the people; and they thought they would
watch him, to prevent his doing wrong to the
country, and they hoped he might have a son to be
king quietly after him.

General Monk, who had the care of all Scotland
in Cromwell's time, was the person who contrived
all the plans for bringing Charles II. to England.
It was done very quietly. An English fleet went
to Scheveling, in Holland, where 'Charles got on
board, and landed at Dover: in a very short time he
arrived in London, along with General Monk, on
his birth-day, the 29th of May, and England has
never been without a king or queen since.

Charles was a merry, cheerful man, and very good
natured. He was fond of balls, and plays, and
masques, and nobody could have thought that


