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both sides, truly desired to have peace, and several
times the king had promised the parliament to do
what they lawfully might ask of him.

But, unhappily, the queen had come back to
England, and the king trusted her and took her
advice, when he had much better have followed his
own good thoughts. Now, the queen and Prince
Rupert, the king's nephew, and some of the lords,
were of James I.'s way of thinking, and would not
allow that subjects had any right even to their own
lives, or lands, or money, if the king chose to take
them: and so they persuaded the king to break his
word so often with the people and parliament, that
at last they could not trust him any longer.

When the king found that the parliament would
not trust him again, he determined to go to Scotland,
where he was born, and he hoped that the Scots
would take his part and defend him. At first they
did so; but he had offended them by meddling
more than they liked with their religion, and some
other things, and a great number of them agreed to
send him back to England.

You will hardly believe, however, that those mean
Scots actually sold the king to the English parlia
ment: but they did so. The unhappy king was
sent back to England, and was now obliged to agree
to what the parliament wished, and there seemed to
be an end of the civil war.

It was not long, however, before it began again,
and this second time it ended by the king becoming
a prisoner to the army. The chief officers of the
army had driven away almost all the lords and
gentlemen from parliament, so there was nobody but
the generals who had any power.

The wisest of the generals, Lord Essex, was dead.


