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compel all who had land to pay a tax called Ship
Money; but some gentlemen, one of whom was Mr.
John Hampden, refused to pay it, and said it was
unlawful for the king to take money without the
consent of parliament. Then the king ordered those
gentlemen to be put in prison.

This made the people very angry. They said the
worst times of the old civil wars were come again,
when the kings fancied they might rob their sub-
jects, and put them in prison when they pleased.
The gentlemen claimed their liberty, and though
the judges were afraid of the king, and nearly all
of them said he had a right to collect the money,
two of them were obliged to say that Charles had
broken the laws, and the promises made by the
English kings in the Great Charter.

Charles was a very affectionate man, and he could
not help loving and trusting others instead of making
use of his own sense and trusting his people, as Queen
Elizabeth had done. So he allowed the queen to
advise him in most things, and Laud, Bishop of
London, in others; particularly in matters of re-
ligion. So he began to oppress the Puritans in
England. In poor Ireland, a harsh man, the Earl
of Strafford, a great friend and favourite of King
Charles's, governed in such a cruel manner that
everybody complained.

He sent English clergymen to preach in those
parts of Ireland where the poor people could only
understand Irish, and punished the people for not
listening: and when some of the bishops (particu-
larly good Bishop Bedel) begged him to have mercy
upon the Irish, he threatened to punish them most
severely for speaking in their favour.

All this time the king and queen and their friends


