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Charles, who, as I told you, had been very badly
taught by his father, desired the parliament to give
him money in a very haughty manner. The parlia-
ment said the people should pay some taxes, but
that they could not afford a great deal at that time,
for James had been so extravagant that they had
not much left to give. Charles, by the advice of
Buckingham, sent away the parliament, and tried
to get money without its leave, and sent officers
about the country to beg for money in the king's
name. Most people were afraid to refuse, and so
Charles and Buckingham got a good deal, to do as
they pleased with.

Buckingham persuaded King Charles to make war
against France, because one of.the great men in
France had affronted him. King James had begun
a war with Spain.

The people were now more and more angry, for
though they might like to fight for the glory of
England, or for the good of the king, they could not
bear to think of fighting for a proud, cruel, and
selfish man like Buckingham.

I do not know what might have happened at that
very time, perhaps a civil war, if a madman named
Felton had not killed the Duke of Buckingham at
Portsmouth, when he was on the way to France to
renew the war.

The people were again in hopes that the king
"would do what was right, and consult the parlia-
ment before he attempted to make war, or take
money from his subjects, or put any man in prison,
now that his bad adviser, Buckingham, was dead.
But they were much mistaken. Charles found new
advisers, and governed for eleven years without a
parliament. The king wanted money, and tried to


