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CHAPTER XLVI.

E LIZAB E T H. - Continued.

How Ireland was in an evil condition from the conquest; how
Elizabeth tried to improve it by sending it wise governors;
how the Earl of Desmond's and the Earl of Tyrone's rebellions
were subdued; how the Earl of Essex behaved ill, and was put
to death; and how Sir Philip Sidney was killed in battle.

IT is a long time since I mentioned Ireland to you.
You know that in the reign of King Henry II.

the English took a great part of it, and drove the
old Irish away to the west side of the island.

Now the English, who settled in Ireland at that
time, soon grew more like Irish than Englishmen,
and they were as ready to quarrel with any new
English that went to settle there as the old Irish had
been to quarrel with them; so poor Ireland had
never been quiet. The different lords of the new
Irish, and the kings of the old, were always fighting,
and then they sent to England sometimes to ask for
help, and often to complain of one another. Then
the kings of England used to send soldiers, with
private captains, who very often fought whoever
they met, instead of helping one side or the other;
and these soldiers generally treated the unhappy
Irish as ill as the Danes used to treat the English.

In Queen Elizabeth's time the miserable people in
Ireland were never a day without some sad quarrel
or fight in which many people were killed; and
though Ireland is a good country for corn and cattle,
and all things useful, yet there was nothing to be
had there but oatmeal; the people lived like wild
savages, and even the English that had settled there
dressed in skins, used bows and arrows, and let their


