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He was born in Devonshire, and went to sea at first
with some other brave gentlemen, to carry on a war
against some towns which the Spaniards had built
in South America. This was very wrong, because
private persons have no business to make war, and
take towns, and make prisoners of the townspeople.
Such things should only be done when there is a
lawful war between two countries. Then, indeed,
every man must do his duty, and fight as well as he
can for his own country and king. If private gentle-
men were to go and take towns belonging to other
countries, now, they would be called PIRATES, and
they would be hanged.

However, as Sir Francis Drake grew older, he left
off making private war, became one of the queen's
best admirals, and you will read more about him
near the end of this chapter.

When he made his grand voyage round the world,
he sailed always from the East to the West. He
first went round Cape Horn, at the very South end
of South America, where he saw great islands of ice
as high as a large hill, and penguins and albatrosses
swimming about them. Then he sailed to the Spice
Islands, where he saw cloves and nutmegs grow,
and birds of Paradise flying about in the air, and
peacocks in the fields, and monkeys skipping from
tree to tree in the woods. Then he passed by the
Cape of Good Hope, which is in the South part of
Africa, where all the beautiful geraniums and heaths
come from.

Queen Elizabeth spoke to him kindly when he set
out, and when he came back, after being three years
at sea, she went and dined with him on board his own
ship, and saw all the beautiful and curious things he
had brought home with him.
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