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I told you, when I mentioned the alteration iin
religion in Henry VIII.'s reign, that though nearly
all the nobles continued Papists, yet that the gentle-
men and the people were mostly Protestants. Now-
King Edward's uncles and teachers were Protestants,
and they taught the young king to be one also, and
laws were made by which all the people in England
were ordered to be Protestants too.

The Bible was allowed to be read by everybody
who chose it, in English, and the clergymen were
ordered to say the prayers in English instead of
Latin, which very few could understand. The kinog
was declared to be the head of the church; clergy--
men were allowed to marry; and those persons whom
Henry VIII. had put in prison were set free.

All these things were not only good for the people.
then, but they have been of use ever since. As the-
English clergymen, and schools, and colleges, havec
had no foreign Pope to interfere with them, they
have been able to teach such things as are good and
useful to England. Clergymen who are married,
and have families living in the country among the-
farmers and cottagers, may set good examples and
teach useful things, by the help of their wives.
and children, which the clergy who were not mar-
ried could never do.

And as for reading the Bible, and saying prayers
in English, it must be better for us all to learn our
duties, and speak of our wants to God, in the language
we understand best.

For these reasons the reign of Edward VI. is
always reckoned a very good one for England.

There were, however, some very wrong things
done in it, and some unhappy ones, owing to the.
king's being so very young.


