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God, nor to the king's being at the head of the
Church of England, instead of the Pope. These men
were called Papists.

At the head of them were--Sir Thomas More:
Tonstall, Bishop of Durham; Warham, Archbishop of
Canterbury; and most of the lords in the kingdom.

Now King Henry, although he chose to change
the way of worship a little, and liked very well, as
I said before, to get all the lands and money into
his hands, still wanted to go on with some of the
worst customs of the old clergymen, and, according
to his cruel temper, he made some very hard laws,
and threatened to burn people alive who would not
believe what he believed, and worship God in the
way he chose.

Many people, who could hardly understand what
the king meant, were really burnt alive, according to
that wicked law: but the thing that showed Henry's
badness more than any other, was his ordering Sir
Thomas More's head to be cut off, because he would.
not do as the king wished, nor say what he did not
think was true. But I will write a chapter about
that good man on purpose, after we have done with
this wicked King Henry.

Besides putting Sir Thomas More to death, the
king cut off the heads of Bishop Fisher, the Marquis
of Exeter, Lord Montague, Sir Edward Nevil, and,
most shocking of all, the head of an old lady with
grey hairs, named Margaret Plantagenet, only be-
cause her son, Reginald Pole, afterwards called
Cardinal Pole, would not come to England when
Henry invited him.

I dare say you are tired of reading of so much
wickedness. I am sure I am tired of writing it, and
I will only mention one thing more. A few days


