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good advice about leaving a few convents for those
who took care of the strangers and sick people, but,
like a cruel and passionate man as he was, he turned
them all out: many of them actually died of hunger
and distress, and many more ended their lives as
beggars.

Yet, although Henry was so cruel to the monks
and priests, he would not allow the people to change
many of the things that the followers of the Pope
were most to blame for. He was glad enough to be
master, or, as he called it, SUPREME HEAD of the Eng-
lish church and clergy, and to take the lands and
money from the convents and abbeys. But he would
not let everybody read the Bible, and would insist
upon their worshipping G od as he pleased, not in
the way they believed to be right.

I have already told you that many very good
men wished a great many changes to be made in
the manner of worship, in teaching the people, and
letting them read; besides taking some of the lands
and money of the convents, and forcing the clergy-
men to use the rest of their riches properly. Besides,
they wished the clergymen to be allowed to marry.

The chief persons who wished for these changes
were--Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury; Latimer,
Bishop of Worcester; Shaxton, Bishop of Salisbury;
all very learned men; and they had most of the
gentlemen and many of the people with them.

Those who followed after these wise men were
called PROTESTANTS.

But there were many great and good men who
thought that the clergymen might alter some small
things for the better, but they would not consent to
pulling down the convents, nor taking their lands
and money, nor to change the way of worshipping


