
146 lIEN E Y VIII. - L UTIIER . cCHA•. XXXIX.

for a long time. But at last, people began to read
more books, as I told you in the chapter about
Henry VII.; and they learned how foolish it was
to believe all the friars had said.

One of the first books they began to read was the
Bible, in which they found the commands of God;
and they saw that all men ought to obey the laws
of the countries they live in. And they found that
clergymen might marry, and that, though they
ought to be paid for teaching the people, they had
no business to live idle.

It was not only in England that the people began
to think of these things, but in all other countries.
especially in Germany, where a learned man, named
Martin Luther, was the first who dared to tell the
clergymen how ill he thought they behaved, and to

try to persuade all kings and princes to forbid the

Pope's messengers and priests to meddle with
the proper laws of the country. There were many
other things he found fault with very justly, which
I cannot tell you now, as we must think of what
was done in England.

You have not forgotten that I told you that

gentlemen began to study a great deal in the reign
of Henry VII., and I promised to tell you something
about Thomas Linacre's scholars.

One of these was a gentleman of Rotterdam, in
Holland, who came to England on purpose to learn
Greek. His name was Erasmus, and he was famous
for writing better Latin than anybody had done
since the time of the old Romans.

Another was Sir Thomas More, who was Lord
Chancellor of England during part of Henry VIII.'s

reign; he was very learned and wise, and, besides
that, very good-humoured and cheerful.


