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in this king's time that the gentlemen of England
began to think of reading and studying, instead of
doing nothing but fight.

About this time, sailors from Europe first found
their way to America. Christopher Columbus went
from Spain, Americo Vespucci from Italy, and Sebas-
tian Cabot from England. They all arrived safe at
the other side of the wide ocean, and then it was first
known for certain that there was such a place as
America. How surprised all their friends must have
been, when they came home, and told of the strange
things they had seen ! The trees and the flowers
were all different from ours. The birds were larger,
and had more beautiful feathers; the butterflies had
gayer colours than we had ever seen. Then they
brought home turkeys, which they found in the
woods, and potatoes, which they had eaten for the first
time, to plant in our fields and gardens. But I
should fill a whole book if I tried to tell you of all
the things that were brought from the new coun-
tries found out in Henry VII.'s time.

We must now think of the king himself a little.
His wife, Elizabeth of York, was dead. She left four
children, Arthur and Henry, Mary and Margaret.
Mary became Queen of France, and Margaret Queen
of Scotland. Arthur, who was the eldest, was good
and clever, but very sickly, and he died before his
father; so Henry was the next king.

Henry VII. was a very wise man, and a severe
king. His greatest fault was loving money, so that
he took unjust ways to get it from his subjects.
He was very unwilling to spend anything upon
himself or other people. But yet he laid out a
great deal of money in building a great palace at
Richmond, and in adding a beautiful chapel to-


