
CHAP. XXXV. T/HE EARL OF RICHMOND. 129

way in which he came to be king by making some
good laws; but he could not succeed. The English
could not love so base and cruel a man, and Richard
had but a short and -troublesome reign.

The first vexation he had was caused by a cousin
of his, the Duke of Buckingham, almost as bad a
man as himself, who had helped him in most of his
bad deeds, but who did not mean to let him kill the
little princes. So the Duke got an army together,
and hoped by beginning a civil war to punish
Richard: but he was taken prisoner, and Richard
treated him as he did Lord Hastings, that is, he
cut off his head directly.

But there was another cousin of Richard's, and
a much better man, about whom I must tell you a
great deal more. His name was Henry Tudor, Earl
of Richmond. Now his father, Edmund Tudor, Earl of
Richmond, was related to the old princes of Wales,
who you must remember were Britons, and his
mother, the Countess of Richmond, was a lady of the
family of Lancaster, or the Red Rose. Richard III.
hated the Earl of Richmond, because he knew that
many people thought Henry ought to be king, and
he did everything he could to injure him and his
family. But Richmond himself was abroad, where
Richard could not hurt him.

But after a little while Richmond wrote to his
friends in England, that, if they would be ready to
help him when he came, he would bring with him
from abroad money and men, and then England
might get rid of the wicked King Richard of the
White Rose, and take him instead for their king.

The best gentlemen in England immediately got
-ready to receive Richmond; all the relations of the
persons Richard had put to death were glad to join
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