
CHAP. XXXI. JOAN OF ARC. i5.

the little King of England, managed so well for the
English, that it really seemed as if France was
always to be subject to the King of England.

But it pleased God, for the good of both countries.
that it should not be so.

When the people of France were so tired of war,
that they were not able to fight longer, and the
king himself had lost all hope of getting back his
kingdom, one of the strangest things happened that
I ever read about.

A young woman called Joan of Arc, who was the
servant at a country inn at Domremy in France, had
heard a great many people talk about the sad state
of all the country, and the great unhappiness of the
young French Prince Charles. She thought about,
this so much, that at last she fancied that God had
sent her to help him to get back his kingdom, and
drive the English out of France.

So she dressed herself like a young man, and got
a sword and spear, and went to Chinon, a castle
where the prince was, and there she told him, and
the few French nobles who were with him, that, if
they would only follow her when the English next
attacked them, she would teach them how to conquer
them.

I should tell you, that the eldest son of the King
of France was called the Dauphin, as the eldest son
of the King of England is called Prince of Wales.

Well, at first the dauphin and his friends thought
that Joan was mad, but she began to talk to them
so wisely, that they listened to her. She cheered the
dauphin, who seemed quite without hope of saving
his kingdom; she said that he ought to call him-
self king directly, and go to Rheims, where all the
kings of France used to be crowned, and have


