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promised to spare the lives of the six brave men of
Calais. At last Edward, who loved her very dearly,
said, "Dame, I can deny you nothing;" and so he
ordered his soldiers to let the good Eustace de St.
Pierre and his companions go where they pleased,
and entirely forgave the citizens of Calais.

The second great victory which made King Ed-
ward's name so glorious was that of Poitiers. It was
gained about ten years after the battle of Crecy.

King Philip of France, with whom Edward had
quarrelled, was dead, and his son John, who was
called the Good, had become King of France. Ed-
ward went to war again with him, to try to get
the kingdom for himself, and at first he thought he
might succeed.

The Black Prince was in France with a small
army, and reached a place near Poitiers before he
met the King of France, who had a great army,
with at least five men for every one that was with
Edward.

But Prince Edward followed the example his
father had set him at the battle of Crecy: he placed
his soldiers very carefully, and he took care that
they should have rest and food. The battle began
early in the morning, .and ended as the battle of
Crecy did, by the greater number of the French
running away, and a great many of their best gentle-
men and soldiers being killed.

But the chief thing that happened was, that King
John of France and his youngest son were taken
prisoners, and brought to the Black Prince's tent,
where he was resting himself after the fight. Prince
Edward received King John as kindly as if he had
come to pay him a visit of his own accord. He
seated him in his own place, ordered the best supper
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