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him at last, if they could have got anything to eat.
But Edward's soldiers prevented the market people
from carrying bread, or meat, or vegetables, into
the city, and many people died of hunger before the
captain would give it up.

I am sorry to tell you that Edward, instead of
admiring the citizens for defending their town so
well, was so enraged at them, that he wanted to
have them all hanged; and when his chief officers
begged him not to be cruel to those who had been
so faithful to their own king, he said he would only
spare them on condition that six of their best men
should bring him the keys of the city gates, that
they must come bare-headed and bare-footed, with
nothing but their shirts on, and with ropes round
their necks, as he meant to hang them at least.

When the people of Calais heard this, the men and
women, and even the children, thought it would
almost be .better to die of hunger, than to give up
the brave men who had been their companions in
all their misery. Nobody could speak.

At last Eustace de St. Pierre, one of the chief
gentlemen in Calais, offered to be one of the six,
then another of the richest citizens, and then four
other gentlemen came forward, and said they would
willingly die to save the rest of the people in Calais.
And they took the keys, and went out of the town
in their shirts, bare-headed and bare-footed, to King
Edward's tent, which was a little way from the city
gates.

Then King Edward called for the hangman, and
ordered him to hang those gentlemen directly; but
Queen Philippa, who was in the tent, hearing what
the king had ordered, came out suddenly, and fell
upon her knees, and would not get up till the king


