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CHAPTER XXYII.

EDWARD I I. -Continued.

How the English gained a sea-fight; how King Edward and his
son the Black Prince won the battle of Crecy; how Calais was
taken, and how Queen Philippa saved the lives of six of the
citizens; how the Black Prince won the battle of Poitiers,
and took the king of France prisoner, and brought him to
London.

YOU have heard, I am sure, that the English are
famous for being the best sailors in the world,

and for gaining the greatest victories when they
fight at sea. At the beginning of Edward's French
war he gained the first battle that had been fought
at sea by the English, since the times when they
had to drive away the Danes: it was fought very
near the coast of Flanders, by a town called Sluys.
Instead of guns to fire from the ships, they had
great stones for the men to throw at one another
when they were near enough, and bows and arrows
to shoot with from a distance. This was not a very
great battle to be sure, but as it was the first time
the English beat the French by sea, I have told you
of it.

Besides this sea-fight, there were two great victo-
ries won by King Edward on land, which are among
the most glorious that have ever been gained by the
English. The first was the battle of Crecy.

The French had three times as many men as the
English at Crecy, so King Edward knew he must be
careful how he placed his army, that it might not
be beaten. And he took care that the soldiers should
have a good night's rest, and a good breakfast before
they began the battle; so they were fresh, and ready
to fight well.


