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ruled the kingdom, as they said, only for the good of
young King Edward. But in reality, they cared for
nothing but their own pleasure and amusement, and
behaved so ill to the people, that the young king's
uncles and some other barons joined together against
Mortimer. But he was too strong for them, and
beheaded the king's two uncles.

At last the young king had the spirit to seize
Mortimer, and he was hanged for a traitor. Queen
Isabella was put in prison: but as she was the king's
mother, he would not have her killed, although she
was so wicked, but gave her a good house to live
in, instead of a prison, and paid her a visit every
year as long as she lived. Thus, the young King
Edward the Third, at eighteen years old, took the
kingdom into his own hands, and governed it wisely
and happily.

In many things he was like his grandfather,
Edward the First. He was wise and just to his
own subjects. He was fond of war, and sometimes
he was cruel.

I must tell you a little about his wife and children,
before we think of his great wars.

His wife's name was Philippa of Hainault. She
was one of the best and cleverest and most beautiful
women in the world.

She was very fond of England, and did a great
deal of good to the people. A great many beautiful
churches were built in Edward's reign, but it was
Queen Philippa who encouraged the men who built
them. She paid for building a college and new
schools in Oxford and other places. She invited a
French clergyman, named Sir John Froissart, to
England, that he might see everything, and write
about it in the book he called his Chronicles, which


