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After Edward of Caernarvon became king this
same Gaveston caused him a great deal of trouble.
He made the king quarrel with his wife, Queen
Isabella, who was very beautiful and very proud,
and did not like to see the king always in the com-
pany of foolish young men.

Perhaps, however, if the queen had been good-tem-
pered, she might have made the king better, and even
have got him to send away his bad companions.

But she quarrelled with him, and complained of
him to the barons; and as they were vexed because
Edward spent all the money they had given to his
father in making presents to Gaveston and his other
companions, they joined with Isabella, and made war
upon the king. So there was civil war for many
years; and so many wicked things were done in that
war, that I am sure you would not wish me to tell
them. It ended by Gaveston being killed by order
of the barons.

This civil war was hardly over before the king
made war against Robert Bruce, the King of Scot-
land, and went with a large army into Scotland,
but he was beaten at the battle of Bannockburn in
such a manner that he was glad to get back to Eng-
land, and to promise that neither he nor any of the
kings of England would call themselves kings of
Scotland again.

You would think that Edward would now have been
wise. enough neither to vex the barons and the people,
by spending the money trusted to him foolishly, nor
by choosing bad companions. But I am sorry to say he
did not grow wiser as he grew older, and the queen
behaved as foolishly as before. The king chose a
favourite of the name of Spenser:' the queen's chief
friend was a baron named Mortimer.


