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was nothing but quarrelling and fighting for the
greater part of his life.

I think you do not know what TAXES are; I must
tell you, that you may understand some things you
must read about in your History.

TAXES are the money which subjects pay to the
king, or to those persons who govern his kingdom
for him.

I must now tell you why taxes are paid. Every
man likes to live safely in his own house; he likes
to know that he and his wife, and his children, may
stay there without being disturbed, and that they
may go to sleep safely, and not be afraid that wild
beasts, or wicked men, or enemies like the old Danes,
may come and kill them while they are asleep. Next
to his life and the lives of his wife and children, a
man likes to know that his money and his furniture
are safe in his house, and that his horses and cows,
and his trees and his corn-fields, are safe out of
doors.

Now he could never have time to watch all these
things himself, and perhaps he might not be strong
enough to fight and drive away the wicked men
who might try to rob or to kill him: so he gives
money, which he calls taxes, to the king, who pays
soldiers and sailors to keep foreign enemies away,
and policemen to watch the streets and houses, to
keep away thieves and robbers: besides, he pays the
judges to punish men who are found doing any-
thing wrong.

So you see that whoever wishes to live safely and
comfortably, ought to pay some taxes.

Sometimes it happens that a king spends his
money foolishly, instead of putting it to the good
uses I have mentioned, and then wishes to get more,


