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word to John, that, if he wished to be king any
.longer, he must promise to do justice, and to let the
English people be free, as the English kings had
made them before the Conquest.

At first, John would not listen to the message
sent by the barons, and would have made a civil
war in the country; but he found that only seven
of the barons were his friends, and there were more
than a hundred against him. Then he said, that if
the greatest barons and bishops would meet him at
a place called Runnymede, near Windsor, he would
do what they wished for the good of England.
And they met the king there; and after some dis-
puting, they showed him a sheet of parchment, on
which they had written down a great many good
laws, to prevent the kings of England from being
cruel and unjust, and to oblige them to let the people
be free.* King John was very much vexed when he
read what they had written; but as he could not
prevail upon them to let him be their king, if he did
not agree to do what they wished, he put his seal
at the end of the writing, and so he was obliged to
do as the barons desired him to do.

This parchment is called the Great Charter, in
English. Most people call it by its Latin name,
which is Magna Charta. Now you must remember
this name, and that King John put his seal upon
it at Runnymede-because it is of great consequence,
even to us who live now, that our king should keep
the promises John made to the English people at
iEunnymede.

A good king would have been glad to promise

"* If little Arthur has forgotten what I mean by the people being
free, let him read the eighth chapter over again.
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