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which they pretended they meant to send to Richard.
But most of the money was kept by Prince John
and some of the worst of the barons, who had stayed
at home; and they encouraged the people to treat
the Jews very cruelly, besides robbing them, and
they killed a great many. I am sure, when you are
old enough to read of the bad treatment of the Jews
at York, you will be ashamed to think such cruel
things could have been done in England.

There was one person more to blame for the bad
things done at this time than anybody else; I mean
Queen Eleanor.

She behaved as ill to her son Richard as she had
done to her husband, and while he was at the wars
she encouraged her favourite son John to become a
rebel, and try to get the kingdom for himself. All
the foolish and all the wicked barons, both Norman
and English, followed Prince John; but there were
enough good barons to defend Richard, though he was
so far off; and a good many bishops joined them, and
prevented John from making himself king.

When Richard of the Lion's heart heard how much
the people of England were suffering, he resolved to
come home; but as he was coming the shortest way,.
one of his enemies contrived to take him prisoner,
and to shut him up in a castle, so that it was a long
time before anybody knew what had become of the
King of England.

That enemy was Leopold, Duke of Austria, with
whom Richard had quarrelled when they were at
the Crusade. Now Richard, who was really good-
natured, although he quarrelled now and then, had
forgotten all about it; but Leopold was of a revenge-
ful temper, and as soon as he had an opportunity he
took him, as I have told you, to a castle in his country,


