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money, but that of the farmers and townspeople, from
whom they could borrow any, everybody was poor,
and some people were really starved. Many of
those who could not find any employment turned
robbers, and plundered the people; and there were
no judges able to punish them, because the king
had taken all the good soldiers with him, and,
there was nobody to catch the robbers and bring
them to the judges.,

There was a very famous robber in those times,
called Robin Hood. He had his hiding-place in the
great forest of Sherwood, in the very middle of Eng-
land. He only robbed rich lords or bishops, and
was kind to the common people, who liked him,
and made merry songs about him and his three
friends, Friar Tuck, Little John, and Allan-a-Dale.

Then there was another bad thing owing to
Richard's being in the wars so far off. He was often
wanting money to pay his soldiers, and the English,
who were proud of their brave king, in spite of all
they suffered from his being so far away, used to sell
anything they had for the sake of sending the king
what he wanted. This was very right, while they
only sent their own money. But there happened
at that time to be a great many Jews in England:
these unfortunate people, who have no country of
their own, lived at least in peace while wise Henry
was king. They were very industrious, and taught
the English many useful things. They were the best
physicians and the best merchants in the country.
But the people were jealous of them for their riches,
and they did not like their strange dress, nor their
strange language. So now, when there was no king
in England to protect these poor Jews, they fell upon
them, and robbed them of their money and goods,


