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called the White Ship, where there were a number
of foolish young people like himself. They amused
themselves so long ashore, drinking before they
set off, that they were a great way behind the
king, who got safe to England. The prince and his
companions had drunk so much wine, that they did
not know what they were about, so that the White
Ship ran on a rock, and, not being able to manage
the vessel properly, they were all drowned. I have
read that Prince William might have been saved,
but he tried to save a lady who was his near rela-
tion, and in trying to save her he was drowned him-
self; and this is the only good thing I know about
Prince William. You may think how sorry King
Henry was to hear that his only son was drowned.

Indeed, I have read that nobody ever saw him
smile afterwards. He had lost his good wife, and
his only son, and now he had nobody to love but his
daughter Maude.

When Maude was very young, she was married to
the German Emperor, Henry the Fifth; but he
died very soon: however, people always called her
the Empress Maude. And then her father made
her marry a nobleman, named Geoffrey, who was
Count or Earl of Anjou; and she had three sons,
after which Count Geoffrey died.

Now I told you King Henry Beauclerk was very
fond of his daughter. Her eldest son was named
Henry, after him, and he meant that his daughter
Maude should be Queen of England after he died,
and that her little Henry should be the next king.

But he was afraid that the Norman barons would
not like to obey either a woman or a little child, and
that they would make his nephew Stephen, who was
a grown-up man, king instead; and he did every-


