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noblemen were soon sorry they did so; for although
none of William the Conqueror's sons were very
good, this William Rufus was the worst of all.
Robert became Duke of Normandy, but his brother
William gave him a great deal of money, to let him
govern the dukedom, while he went to fight in the
Holy Land, where a great many warriors went to
rescue Jerusalem from the Mahometans. These
were called Crusaders, which means " soldiers of the
Cross," and their wars were called the Crusades.

King William Rufus then ruled over Normandy
and England too, and behaved as a much worse
tyrant than his father.

I must tell you a story about William and his two
brothers, Robert and Henry. Robert, the eldest, as
I told you, became Duke of Normandy, when William
made himself King of England, but they neither of
them thought of giving anything to Henry: so he
got a good many soldiers together, and went to live
in a castle on the top of a high rock, called St.
Michael's Mount, close to the sea-shore of Normandy,
and he and his soldiers used to come out and plunder
the fields of both Robert and William, whenever
they had an opportunity. This was wrong in Henry
in every way, but chiefly because he robbed and
frightened people who had never done him any harm,
and had nothing to do with the unkindness of his
brothers.

Well, Robert and William collected an army, and
went to his castle, to drive him out, and they con-
trived to keep him so closely confined, that neither
he nor his people could get out to fetch water.
Robert and William heard of this, and that the
people in the castle were dying of thirst. William
was very glad, because he said they would soon get
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