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holy, and therefore after his death he received the
name of Edward the Confessor, or Saint.

One of the great men who ruled England in
Edward's time was Godwin Earl of Wessex. He was
very clever, and very mighty. After his death, his
son Harold, who was called the under-king, did all
the king ought to have done himself, and tried to
keep strangers out of the country.

But King Edward, who had been kindly treated
in Normandy, when the Danes drove him out of
England, had brought a great many Normans home
with him; and when they saw how pleasant Eng-
land was, and what plenty of corn, and cattle, and
deer there was in it, and how healthy and strong
the people grew, they determined to try and get the
kingdom for their duke as soon as Edward was dead.
And they told the duke what they thought of, and
he came from Normandy to see King Edward, and to
get him to promise that he should be king of Eng-
land, as King Edward had no son.

Now I think this was not right, because Edward
had a relation who ought to have been king, and his
name was Edgar, and he was called the Atheling,
which means the Prince.

Perhaps if Edward the Confessor had taken pains
to get the great men in England to promise to take
care of Edgar Atheling, and make him king, they
would have done so; but as they found he wanted
to give England to the Duke of Normandy, a great
many of them said it would be better to have an
English earl for a king, because the English earl
would be glad to protect his own countrymen, but
that a Duke of Normandy would most likely take
their houses and lands and give them to the Nor-
Smans. So they agreed that Harold, the son of Earl


