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before; and the people suspected them of having
murdered a favourite young prince, called Alfred.

King Edward was very much liked at first; but
he was idle, and allowed sometimes one great man,
and sometimes another, to govern him and the
kingdom, while he was saying his prayers, or look-
ing over the workmen while they were building new
churches.

Now it is very right in everybody to say prayers;
but when God appoints us other duties to do, we
should do them carefully. A king's duty is to
govern his people well; he must not only see that
good laws are made, but he must also take care
that everybody obeys them.

A bishop's duty is to pray and preach, and see
that all the clergymen who are under him do their
duty, and instruct the people properly.

A soldier's duty is to fight the enemies of his
country in war, and to obey the king, and to live
quietly in peace. A judge's duty is to tell what
law is, to order the punishment of bad people, and
to prevent wickedness. A physician's duty is to
cure sick people; and it is everybody's duty to take
care of their own families, and teach them what is
right and set them good examples.

It has pleased God to make all these things
duties, and He requires us to do them; and He has
given us all quite time enough to pray rightly, if
we really and truly love God enough to do our
duties to please Him. So King Edward, if he had
loved God the right way, would have attended to
his kingdom himself, instead of letting other people
rule it.

However, in King Edward's time, people thought
that everybody who prayed so much must be very


