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for it had no rooms up stairs, and there was no fire
anywhere but in the kitchen and the great hall.

In the other rooms they had no carpets, but the
floors were strewed over with rushes, and there were
only wooden benches and high stools to sit upon.

The supper was in the great hall. I do not know
what they had to eat, but after supper the king
asked the company to go and sit round the fire, and
drink ale and mead. Now they had no fire-place
like ours at the side of the hall; but there was a
great stone hearth in the very middle of the floor,
and a large fire was made on it of logs of wood
bigger than one man could lift, and there was no
chimney, but the smoke went out at a hole in the
roof of the hall.

When the company came to the fire, King Athel-
stane made King Egill sit on a high stool face to
face with him, and King Athelstane had a very long
and broad sword, and he laid it across his knees, that
if any of the company behaved ill he might punish
them. And they all drank a great deal of ale, and
while they drank there were several men, called
minstrels, singing to them about the great battles
they had fought, and the great men who were dead;
and the kings sang in their turn, and so they passed
the evening very pleasantly.

The next morning, when Egill and his friends
expected to be sent to prison, King Athelstane went
to them, and told them he liked such brave and
clever men as they were, and that if they would
promise not to come to England to plague the people
.any more, they might go home. They promised
they would not come any more, and then Athelstane
let them go home, and gave them some handsome
presents.
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