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The next king was called Athelstane; he was
Edward's eldest son: he was very clever and very
brave. He knew that it was good for England to
have a great many ships, both to keep away the
Danes and to fetch cloth, and wine, and silk from
other countries, for the English did not make any of
these things then. So he made a law that every
man who built a ship and went to sea twice, should
be a Thane, which means that he should be called
lord, instead of mister, when he was spoken to.

Once I was reading a very old book, and I found
something in it about this Athelstane that I will tell
you. A king of the Danes and three other kings,
who all lived in very cold poor countries, agreed
that they would come to England, which was a
much better country than their own, and take part
of it for themselves; and they got a great many
soldiers to come with them in their ships; and they
watched till King Athelstane's ships were gone
out of sight, and then landed, and began to take a
part of the country. But Athelstane soon heard of
their coming, and called his soldiers together, and
went to meet these kings at a place called Brunan-
burgh, and fought with them, and conquered them,
and took some of them prisoners.

One of the prisoners was called Egill, and he told
the man who wrote the old book I mentioned to you,
that King Athelstane behaved very kindly to all
the people after the battle, and would not let even the
enemies that were beaten be killed or vexed in any
manner, and that he invited him and some of the
other prisoners to supper at a large house which he
had near the place where the battle was fought.

When they went to supper, they found that the
house was very long and very broad, but not high,


