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did not know how to build walls of stone or bricks
with mortar.

Several houses, with a fence round them, made
a town; and the Britons had their towns either in
the middle of the woods, where they could hardly be
found out, or else on the tops of high hills, from
which they could see everything, and everybody that
was coming near them.

I do not think the insides of their houses could
have been very comfortable. They had wooden
stools to sit on, and wooden benches for bedsteads,
and their beds were made of skins of wild beasts,
spread over dry grass and leaves. In some places
they used the pretty heath that grows upon the
commons for beds, and in others, nothing but dry
leaves spread upon the ground. They had great
wooden bowls to hold their meat, and wooden cups
to drink out of; and in some parts of the country
I am almost sure they had coarse earthen plates and
bowls.

They had very few tools to make the things they
wanted; and yet, by taking great pains, they made
them very neatly. Their boats were very curious;
they were nicely made, of basket-work covered over
with leather; they were called coracles.

You may think, that as the Britons had such poor
houses and beds, that they were not much better off
for clothes.

In the winter they used to wrap themselves up in
the skins of the beasts they could shoot with their
bows and arrows. In the summer they were naked,
and instead of clothes they put paint upon their
bodies. They were very fond of a fine blue colour,
which they made of a plant, called Woad, which
they found in their woods. They squeezed out the


