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"Well, Mabel," she began," what do you think of the result
of the examination ? "

" I don't know that I have thought much about it at all
but I do not see how the result could have been different."

"Ah, then, I was right in supposing you to be aware of
Minnie's intention not to send that Latin translation ?"

" Yes, I did know of it," replied Mabel.
" And why then, in the name of justice, did you not pre-

vent her carrying out that intention ?" demanded Mona,
impatiently, almost forgetting her object. " Surely you
might have used your well-known influence better ! "

" Nothing would have induced her to give up her deter-
mination," replied Mabel, quietly, "and I would have been

the last to advise her to do so, seeing she made it a matter
between herself and her conscience."

" Oh ! " exclaimed Mona, recollecting herself, " That is just
what I want to know about. What was her real reason ?

you know she did not give any to Miss Marsden. Don't be

afraid to tell me, I have no sinister motive in asking it, I

merely wish to do Minnie justice."
Mabel glanced at her in some astonishment before she re-

plied. "I am not sure that the reason she gave to me was

her real one," she said, "at least, I think it was only a part

of it. However, I will tell you what she gave to me as

such. She said that she had studied Latin so long with her

brothers, that she would be able to place any one at a dis-

advantage who was obliged to study it alone. She consid-
ered that she occupied a rather unfair position with regard


