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"wantto take the money from papa at all; so I thought out
a plan, but to carry it out we must take papa into our secret."
"Perhaps it would be as well to do that in any case,"
remarked Mabel, "seeing it happens to be his work-people
with whom we have to do, and I daresay it is only fair and
just that he should know about it. However, let me hear
the plan."
"You remember I told you I was laying past money for
a sealskin jacket. Papa thought I was too young to have
one last year, but he promised me that if I had a certain
sum by my next birthday he would give me the rest. I have
saved a good deal, for I have done without some things-a
good many things-and given the money they would have
cost to papa to keep for me because I was always afraid I
might use it for something else. I should have, I think,
about seven or eight pounds by this time, which will, I am
sure, with part of our pocket-money, and clever management go a good way to start us fairly on our expedition,
don't you think so ?"
" Why, yes, that is quite a fortune; but are you sure you
won't be sorry for it when your birthday comes and you
can't have the jacket you've wished for so long ?"
" O, I suppose I shall be sorry that I can't have the jacket,
but that won't matter much, I shall be so much more happy
that it has been spent in doing good that it will be recompense for any amount of jackets."
"But we must have some more definite plan than this to
work upon, and there will be no end of arrangements to be

