
Stink bugs are sucking insects that cause "catfacing" or "dimpling" of
fruits from early season feeding and gumming later in the season. They
also increase brown rot damage. Sprays may be needed prior to first
cover on early flowering cultivars. Use insecticides at rates used for cur-
culio. Where cultural conditions permit, some reduction in populations
has been reported by eliminating cover crops such as peas, beans,
crotalaria, beggar-weed, and citrons.

Caribbean fruit fly has become widespread in southern Florida, and
peaches are a favorite host. Infestation is normally detected by the
presence of small white worms in the fruit. At present there is no prac-
tical control.

Borers are a problem throughout central and northern Florida. Uncon-
trolled populations ruin trees by severe girdling of the branches or tree
trunk at the soil line. The lesser borer attacks the tree framework at in-
juries or at large pruning cuts, and is becoming more important in
Florida. The lesser borer lays eggs earlier in the season, has more life
cycles per summer, and requires sprays as soon as possible after fruit
harvest. Thiodan is commonly used for borer control. Borers in dooryard
trees can be removed by hand digging under gum spots in late summer
and fall. The immature insect is a small white grub. There are at least 2
generations of the main borer and 3 to 4 of the lesser borer in Florida.

Diseases

Scab affects peaches in all areas of the state, causing small brown spots
on skin of fruit. Sulfur sprays 4 to 6 weeks after full bloom are essential
for control. The earliest cultivars ripen before spotting is too noticeable.

Bacterial spot is serious on Maygold in the Quincy area in some years,
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