
before moisture stress becomes excessive. From 1 to 2 in (25 to 50 mm)
every 10 days is suggested.

Pruning

Pruning is necessary to form a well-shaped, strong tree, and to control
fruit bearing. Peach trees are pruned to form an open-center. One method
of pruning or training calls for trees to be cut back at planting time to a
single stem 2 ft (40 cm) high. If laterals have formed on the nursery tree,
cut the lower laterals off flush with the stem, but allow stubs 1 to 2 in (3
to 5 cm) long to remain on the upper ones. This is necessary to insure
leaving buds for new shoot development. After the tree sprouts in early
spring, select 3 evenly-spaced, vigorous, wide-angled shoots to be the
major scaffolding (see Fig. 2). Remove or cut back other shoots and
remove all low-growing suckers, including those from the rootstock.

In the first winter, cut back the main scaffold branches approximately
one-third, to a lateral branch growing on the outside of the main
branches. Water sprouts and limbs that are too low to the ground should
be removed. Trees should be kept growing low; this enables more of the
fruit to be harvested from the ground in later years. Continue this train-
ing procedure for the second and third winters. Trees that are bearing
should not be pruned until January or February to avoid winter injury.

After the third winter, pruning consists of removing overcrowded
branches, removing water sprouts, heading back terminal growth to
prevent the tree from growing to excess heights, and keeping the center
of the tree open to allow sunlight to reach all parts of the tree. In order to
reduce excess fruit load fruiting laterals need to be thinned and renewed
depending on vigor, flower bud set, and cultivar habits.

Figure 2. Select three wide-angled
shoots for the framework branches
and cut back other shoots.
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