
with EDB, DD, or Telone as recommended by the manufacturers of these
materials.

Peaches are generally propagated in Florida by T-budding in May.
Stratified seeds should be planted in late January or early February.
Remove seeds from the pits in autumn and store in damp peat or perlite
at 35 to 45° F (1.7 to 7.2° C) for 40 to 60 days before planting. If the
seeds are not removed from the pits, the pits must be stratified and can
be kept in cold storage for up to 100 days. If soil temperatures are high at
planting, and seeds have not begun sprouting, seeds will revert into dor-
mancy. Nursery site approval is required by the Division of Plant In-
dustry to prevent spread of burrowing nematode if plants are to be sold
or shipped.

Setting trees

Peach trees are generally set bare-rooted in the dormant season in
December or as soon thereafter as possible so that new root growth can
develop before spring growth begins. In well-drained soils, plant trees
slightly deeper than they were grown in the nursery. Peach trees do not
need to be watered at planting if the soil is moist and packed well around
the roots. Trees that are planted early in the winter and kept free of weed
competition will require minimum watering the first season. Usually only
1 or 2 basin-type irrigations in April and May will be required, except in
unusually dry years or on coarser sands.

Keep the area 3 to 4 ft (0.9 to 1.3 m) out from newly-set trees free of
weeds the first season. Plant middle strips with oats or rye, or leave un-
cultivated until mid-April for protection from blowing sand. Cover can be
left in the middles, mowing as needed, throughout the first summer if
desired. In November, disc under all cover in the orchard.

Cultivate bearing orchards thoroughly up until early January, then
leave the soil as firm and clean as possible during and after bloom in
order to reduce frost hazard. Resume cultivation after the danger of frost
is past and keep the orchard clean until just before fruit harvest. After
harvest, native cover crops or hairy indigo may be grown. Avoid plant
covers that tend to build up stink bug populations (see insect notes).

Weed Control

Chemical weed control is being developed to supplement mechanical
control. A recommended procedure is to apply herbicide to a strip down
the tree row and mow the sod middles. Herbicides cleared for peaches in-
clude Terbacil, Dichlobenil, Simazine, Paraquat, Diuron, Trifluralin and
Oryzalin. Some of these should not be used on young trees, and growers
should consult label instructions. Paraquat, a contact herbicide, is
registered for use on trees of all sizes in the orchard and is effective for
burn-down or existing weeds.
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