
PEACHES AND NECTARINES IN FLORIDA
T. E. Crocker1

Introduction

Commercial acreage of peaches and nectarines in Florida is now

estimated at 1500 hectares (3,000 acres), most of which is in Madison

County. The northern production area extends from Madison County

west, and the cultivars grown in this area require 400 to 650 hours of

chilling. In the central area of the state, cultivars that require 200 to 300
hours of chilling have been developed. Chilling hours are relative to the

amount of cold received during average winters in each area.
Peaches planted for home use represent a sizeable amount of the total

number of peaches grown in the state. The peach requires more special-

ized care than many homeowners give. This circular will provide informa-

tion to homeowners and outline production practices for commercial
orchards.

Site Selection

Proper site selection and cultivar choice rank as two of the most impor-
tant factors in successful peach growing. Good air and water drainage are

essential to tree growth and production. In selecting a site, avoid low

areas (pockets) and sections characterized by late spring frosts. The ef-

fect of cold on crops has been studied in Alachua county for 11 seasons.
Out of 11 crops on a cold site, 7 were lost, but on a warm site a few miles

away there were only 2 partial crop losses due to spring frost after

February 10.
Even in central Florida critical temperatures for fruit kill can occur

throughout February and March in cold locations; thus, late blooming -

due to delayed dormancy - is not as good insurance as good site choice.
Peach flower buds that have just begun to swell withstand temperatures
to about 20° F (-7° C). Open blossoms show injury at about 26° F

(-3° C). Following petal fall, the young fruit are generally killed by

minimums of 28° F (-2° C). The generalized map (Fig. 1) shows last

dates when 28° F (-2° C) occurs in 30% of the years. Use of good sites
and recommended cultivars should reduce risks of spring frost injury to
10% to 20% of the years.

Peaches can be grown on a wide variety of soils, provided there is good
internal drainage in the upper 4 to 6 ft (1.3 to 1.8 m). Avoid "hardpan"
soils unless an excellent system of subsoil drainage tiles is provided.
Water damage has occurred on normally well-drained soils of heavy tex-

ture during exceptionally wet summers in northern Florida.
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