
Plictran is available as a 50% wettable powder and is effective against
citrus rust mite at a dosage of 20-30 ounces per 500 gallons. Do not tank
mix with oil. Do not apply oil within 4 weeks before or after application of
Plictran. Do not apply to lemons when yellow fruit is present. If possible,
time applications on citrus to avoid new flush or 'feather' growth,
especially with concentrate sprays, since temporary foliar injury may occur
on such growth.

Dimethoate is effective against citrus red mite at the rate suggested
under "Scalicides."

FUNGUS DISEASES AND THEIR CONTROL

Melanose produces brownish, raised pustules on fruit, leaves, and
twigs of all varieties of citrus. A single copper spray containing 3.75 lb. of
copper (metallic) per 500 gal. (see Table I) applied 1 to 3 weeks after
petal-fall usually controls melanose. Where the disease has been
troublesome in past years, or during very wet springs, or in the event of late
or scattered bloom, a second application should be made 4 weeks later.
See "Difolatan," below.

Scab, a wart-like growth on fruit, twigs, and leaves, may affect Temples,
Murcotts, Satsumas, grapefruit, tangelos, and lemons, particularly in
coastal and flatwoods areas. Either ferbam (at 7.5 lb. of 76% wettable
powder or 6.0 lb. of 95% wettable powder per 500 gal.) or copper (see
Table I) may be used. Two sprays must be applied, the first just before trees
begin to flush, and the second when 2/3 of the petals have fallen. Ferbam
is more effective than copper in the 2/3 petal-fall application. If scab is
likely to be severe, the copper concentration in the prebloom spray should
be 1.5 to 2.0 times that listed in Table I. Ferbam and copper should not be
mixed. See "Difolatan," below.

Where both melanose and scab control is necessary, use (1) ferbam
dormant and copper at 2/3 petal-fall if melanose is the primary disease, or
(2) copper dormant and ferbam at 2/3 petal-fall if scab is the primary
disease. For extra clean fruit, use copper dormant, ferbam at 2/3 petal-fall,
and copper at 2 to 3 weeks after bloom. Under conditions of high moisture,
summer and fall flushes may be protected by sprays applied when new
growth begins to appear.

Difolatan 4F at 4 to 5 gal. per 500 gal. may be used for scab and
melanose control in a single application as a delayed dormant spray in
groves where overhead irrigation is available to further distribute the fun-
gicide. Do not apply to mature fruit or postbloom to fresh market citrus, as
rind blemish, leaf burn, and premature defoliation may occur. Follow
directions on label carefully.

Greasy spot often causes serious premature defoliation during the fall
and winter. Infection occurs mostly in the summer, but symptoms do not
appear until 2 to 9 months later, the incubation period depending partly on
the variety affected. The greasy spot fungus also infects fruit rind, causing
specks to appear in areas between the oil glands. Living cells adjacent to
the specks retain a green color for longer than normal and such areas
often fail to respond to ethylene degreening treatment. On grapefruit, the
specks tend to be larger, giving rise to a condition that has been described
as "pink pitting." Rind infection is of economic importance only on fresh
market citrus.

Copper fungicides at 1.25 to 2.50 lb. metallic copper per 500 gal. or oil
(FC 435-66 specifications) at 1.0%, applied in late June or July, will control
greasy spot on the spring flush and fruit rind and on any later flushes that
have grown out prior to spraying. Groves in which greasy spot is severe
may need an additional spray in August or September to control greasy
spot on the later flushes. Postbloom copper sprays applied for melanose
control also give some control of greasy spot on the spring flush, but they
are not as reliable as a June or July copper spray. Particularly on oranges,
copper sprays may blacken any existing corky areas on the rind and lead to
a further downgrading of fruit intended for the fresh market. To be weighed
against this possible disadvantage, is the fact that copper fungicides are
more effective than oil for greasy spot control when disease pressure is
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