
-, /5. Spacing. Usually about 500-800 seedlings are
Splanted per acre for a pulpwood plantation.

- The rows on the planting site are most often 10
• i- to 12 feet apart and seedlings are planted 5 to 8

- - feet apart within the row. A 6 x 10 foot
Sspacing will have 726 trees per acre (43,560 ft

/acre : 60 ft/tree = 726 trees per acre).

hi 6. Planting. Seedlings are either hand-planted or
machine-planted. A two person hand planting

"r , s-\\ crew can plant 1000-2000 seedlings per day. When
machine planting, two people can plant about
8000-10,000 seedlings per day.

i Various tools are commonly used for hand
planting (Figure 4). The hole is made and the
tree is inserted with the root collar slightly below
the ground line (Figure 5). The soil is then
"firmly packed around the seedling to avoid air
pockets.

A small tractor and a mechanical planter are
used for machine planting (Figure 6). Before
planting begins, the following should be checked:
1) the planter must make a furrow deep enough
for the entire root system, 2) spacing should be
checked and regulated to insure desired spacing
between each planted seedling, and 3) depth of

Figure 3. Tree planter loads a planting bag with trees planting should be checked; seedlings should be
which have been dipped in a bucket of water, planted at or just below the root collar. During

planting seedlings should be checked to make
sure: 1) that they are planted at the proper

D depth, 2) that they are planted straight up and
B that the roots are straight in the hole, and 3)

that the seedlings are firmly packed in the hole.
- To check the latter, grab the top needles of the

seedling and firmly pull upward; if the seedling is
too loosely planted, it will come out of the soil.

A
Advantages

* Successful survival is more likely with planting
compared to natural regeneration and direct
seeding.

m An evenly spaced plantation is more likely to
result from planting, and therefore a plantation
established from planted seedlings has better
growth and is easier for future harvesting opera-
tions.

a Planted seedlings will grow faster initially thanL seedlings from seed. Thus, planted seedlings will
more effectively compete with unwanted grasses,
herbs, and shrubs for moisture, nutrients, and

Figure 4. Commonly used tools for hand planting light.
are a) hoedads, (two shown) b) planting bars (two a With planting, wood yields are generally better
shown), c) dibbles for containerized seedlings (one than with seeded stands and the length of the
shown), and d) shovels (one shown), rotation is shorter (meaning an earlier harvest).
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