
Introduction Purchasing the Pesticide
Safety with pesticides Once you are sure you have a pest problem and

should be a concern of have determined that a pesticide is the best solu-
everyone involved with Vk tion, you still have other decisions to make before
these chemicals, for you can make a well-thought-out purchase. Cer-
while they provide real tainly, more than quantity and price should be
benefits, they can also considered.
be dangerous ifmishandled or misused For most pest problems there are usually at least
An accidental death two pesticide products on the market. In addition,
from pesticides is rare, each product may be available in different dry or
but skin disorders and health problems are not. liquid formulations (dusts, wettable or soluble pow-
Also, improper handling or use of pesticides can ders, emulsiiable concentrates, granules, baits,
result in harmful effects to the environment. etc.), in different concentrations (less than 1%

chemical concentration to more than 90%) and in
Pesticide safety begins with the selection of the different sizes and types of containers (eight-ounce

proper product and proceeds through the transpor- box, one-gallon plastic container, 30-gallon drum, to
tation, storage, mixing, loading, application, and give a few examples.
disposal of the pesticide and its container.

Understanding the Label
Determining If You Need a Pesticide

Reading and understanding the label before pur-
Before purchasing a pesticide, determine if you chase is the first consideration. The product name

have a pest problem, and if a problem exists, what provides recognition. It is generally designed to
control will be most efficient, cost effective and attract you so you will make a purchase and to
safe. You may not need a pesticide, since alterna- promote product identification. It helps you to find
tives are often available. These may be resistant the product when you return to make additional
varieties or species, rotation and soil sterilization, purchases. Below is an example representing a
management practices and housekeeping, environ- typical label. Note the types of items it contains,
mental and cultural controls, proper watering and such as the name of the product, directions for its
fertilization, or even mechanical or biological con- use, storage and disposal, and other information.
trols. These alternatives may be as efficient and
cost effective as pesticides. Indiscriminate use of
pesticides should be avoided.
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