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Administrator must classify pesticides for restricted or general use and that only

certified applicators may use restricted materials. The law, supplemented by EPA

regulations, specifies how to register a pesticide and the steps to be taken if the

Administrator decides not to register a material. It also empowers the

Administrator to withdraw registration from any pesticide which in his judgment

is likely to cause unreasonable risk to man or the environment. The Act specifies

penalties for violations and goes into many more details which will be covered

later. The law, the regulations promulgated under the law, the guiding

administrative practices and policies, and the relevant court decisions constitute

an imposing mass of legal machinery. The Act and the mass of other laws, rules

and court decisions relevant to governmental control of pesticides often are

confusing and frustrating to people in agriculture, and may even perplex attorneys

who encounter them for the first time.

One purpose of this paper is to describe the legal machinery relating to

pesticides so that people in agriculture may better understand the rules,

regulations and processes in control. Another purpose is to help people in

agriculture and the pesticide industry prepare information that will be useful in

the decision making required for registration of a pesticide.

This paper deals with the laws and regulations governing the registration of

pesticides and with the administrative and legal steps that are brought into play if

the Administrator decides to deny an application for registration or decides to

withdraw or alter the registration of an existing pesticide.

Legal remedies, available in courts of law for persons concerned with

registration or denial of registration of pesticides are discussed. Throughout, the

paper focuses on the kinds and quality of information required and how

information is used in the decision making processes, from initial administrative

consideration of an application to register, through the administrative hearing

and, finally, in courts of law.


